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Common Schools Two objects are to he continually kept in view by every person engaged in communicating
literary and scientific knowledge. One of these objects is, to make a judicious selection of topics; and the other
is, to present them in a form most likely to interest the attention, and thereby produce distinct and deep
impressions on the understanding and the memory. These objects are too much neglected both by teachers
and the authors of elementary works on education. A teacher may possess an abundance of erudition in the
branches to be taught; but completely fail in rendering his instructions of much value to his pupils hf an
Inattention to the particulars named. And a book, on elementary education, may excel in the accuracy of its
details, as well as in relation to the ability with which the general plan is executed; but still be most defective in
answering the purpose for which it was designed. To answer the purpose contemplated in such a work, it must
be suited to the taste and the mental capacity of the persons to be benefited by it. It sometimes happens, and
not very infrequently, that an author will crowd into a book, whether needed or not, everything he knows on the
subject of which It treats. Hence, we see in school books for the use of quite young scholars, matters altogether
above their comprehension. The evil arising from such instances of ostentation is far more extensive than at
first imagined. It is not simply a waste of space occupied by the irrelevant matters alluded to, but, if scholars
find...
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