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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Preliminary Report of Explorations in Nebraska and
Dakota: In the Years 1855- 56- 57; Reprint Sir: I submit the following annual report upon the operations of the
department carried on under this oHice. I. - The Experiment of Sinking Artesian Wells Upon the Public Lands. In
my last annual report to the department (November 30, 1857, ) it was stated that the expedition to continue the
experiment of sinking artesian wells upon the public lands, assigned by the department to Captain John Pope,
Topographical Engineers, under instructions of May 5, arrived at the former camp on the Pecos on the 2d of
September, 1857, and resumed work upon the well which had been bored to the depth of eight hundred and
sixty-one feet the previous year. The operations at this point were carried on for a year, when they were
terminated by authority of the department, it having been considered that they had demonstrated that, with
any reasonable amount of expenditure, artesian wells on the Llano Estacado, and plains of similar formation
and position, are impracticable. The depth attained was one thousand and fiKy feet. The work was continued
during the winter, which, from its unusual severity, increased the labors and hardships of the party, exposed, as
it was, in tents on the bleak plain. The diHiculties encountered were far greater than had been anticipated by
Captain Pope, but were constantly met with skill, zeal, and perseverance. The impracticability of carrying the
boring to a greater depth with the means provided, is attributable to the incoherent nature of the soK
sandstones, marls, and clays, which, throughout the whole depth of the well, fell in and...
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