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Remarkable as emanating from such a source; surprising in its exhibition of unfairness, I would not say
ignorance, on the subject he was treating. Listen, friends and fellow citizens! In 1755 the Assembly of North
Carolina passed an act appropriating 6,000, equal to $150,000 in the money of to-day, for the endowment of a
public school for the Province, and resolved that under a sense of the many advantages that will arise to the
Province from giving our youth a liberal education, whether considered in a moral, religious or political light, a
public school or seminary of learning be erected and properly endowed, and for eMecting the same the sum of
6,000 already appropriated for that purpose be properly applied. But earlier than this. In his will, dated July 5,
1754, Col. James Innes, of the Cape Fear, and at the time Commander-in-chief of the expedition to the Ohio
against the French and their Indians, gave his plantation, Point Pleasant, a considerable personal estate, his
library and 100 sterling for the use of a free school for the benefit of the youth of North Carolina. This bequest,
says Col. Saunders, was the first private bequest of the kind in the history of the State. But more remarkable still
was the action of the Halifax Congress of November, 1776. This Congress adopted a Constitution and Bill of
Rights for the people of...
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