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illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: . . . sympathetic attitude has steadily strengthened with the years, and few Productive
Societies ask in vain for an order at the Stores in the Faithful City on the Beautiful Severn. At the quarterly
meeting on April 27th, 1882, Mr. Coombes, who has been previously mentioned as having resigned the office of
Secretary, was elected on the Management Committee, together with Mr. William Aylett, who remained a
member from that date until his sudden and untimely death, at the comparatively early age of 53 years, on
August 26th, 1901. He was President of the Society from 1889. Further reference to his work on behalf of the
Society will be made towards the end of this book. Boots and Shoes Commenced. At the above-named meeting
it was decided to sell boots and shoes, and also to make arrangements with local drapers, so that members
might deal at their shops and receive checks on their purchases. Committee act as Salesmen. At this period a
portion of the Committee used to assist in serving behind the counter on Saturday afternoons and evenings, a
certain number being selected each week by ballot. Sale of Coal Commenced. A request was now made by
several of the members to be supplied with coal, and the Committee, to meet this demand, obtained a single
truck of coal from the Cannock and Rugeley Colliery Co. in July of 1882. Continued Prosperity. The Society
continued to show steady progress, and on July 27th, 1882, the...
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