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Administration, National Ocean Service, National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science, Center for Coastal
Monitoring and Assessment, 1999 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)52968443 Subject: Estuarine sediments -- Toxicology --
Sabine Lake (La. and Tex. ). Excerpt: . . . from the sediment, thereby maximizing the exposure of the amphipods
to the test sedi-ments. Information on temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen, pH and ammonia in the test
chambers was obtained during tests of each batch of samples to ensure compliance within acceptable ranges.
Ammonia concentrations were determined in both pore waters ( day 0 of the tests ) and overlying waters ( days
2 and 8 of the tests ). Concentrations of the union-ized form of ammonia were calculated, based upon
measures of total ammonia and con-current measures of pH, salinity and temperature. Twenty healthy, active
animals were placed in each test chamber, and monitored to ensure they burrowed into sediments. Non-
burrowing animals were replaced. The jars were checked daily, and records kept of dead animals, and animals
on the water surface, emerged on the sediment surface, or in the water column. Those on the water surface
were gently freed from the surface film to enable them to burrow, and dead amphipods were removed. Tests
were terminated aDer ten days. Contents of each of the test chambers were sieved through a 0. 5 mm mesh
screen. The animals and any other material retained on the screen were examined under a stereomicroscope
for the presence of amphipods. Total amphipod mortality was recorded for each test replicate. A positive
control ( reference toxicant ) test was used to document the sensitivity of each batch of test organisms. The...
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